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Paris, November 22, 2007 
 
 
 

Inauguration of the "BOURBON Training Center" in Marseilles 
First AHTS (Anchor Handling Tug Supply vessel) simulator 

installed in France 
 
 
 
On November 22, 2007, BOURBON will inaugurate the first BOURBON Training Center in France 
in the city of Marseilles.  
This training center is designed to provide seamen with the theoretical knowledge and practical 
training in anchor handling operations. The center includes a fully equipped bridge, the deck 
portion of the vessel and the classrooms needed for theoretical courses and debriefing. 
This simulator, which was developed by Offshore Simulator Center (OSC) in Norway, is an 
integral component of the BOURBON internal training policy. It will train crews in anchor handling 
operations under real conditions to ensure acquisition of the skills required for both new 
employees and those already working on vessels. The objective is to ensure that everyone 
masters and practices the BOURBON operating standards and its safety rules.  
This center to be christened the "BOURBON Training Center" will be located in the premises of 
the National Merchant Navy School (ENMM) in Marseilles. It is the natural culmination of the 
strong partnership established for many years between BOURBON and the 4 Merchant Navy 
Schools, including the one in Marseilles. BOURBON is in fact the leading employer of the student 
officers graduating from the French Merchant Navy Schools.  
In line with the objectives defined in its Horizon 2010 strategic plan, training is a priority for 
BOURBON to handle the substantial growth in its fleet of new generation innovative and high-
productivity vessels. In order to recruit 4,000 employees by 2010, BOURBON is implementing a 
series of tools and resources to integrate its newcomers, increase their awareness of the 
BOURBON culture, and guarantee that they have adopted the company's high standards for 
operations, quality and safety worldwide. This training center will also allow to reinforce the 
continuing education programs for existing crews.  
Jacques de Chateauvieux, BOURBON Chairman and Chief Executive Officer states:  
"BOURBON must meet an unprecedented recruit challenge by 2010. We have largely anticipated 
this trend in recent years, and this BOURBON Training Center in Marseilles, which includes this 
extraordinary AHTS simulator, is just the latest concrete example. It will give both our oldest and 
newest employees quality training, in complete safety, under real conditions, so that they are 
imbued every day with the high operational, quality and safety standards and the values which 
determine and will determine the success of BOURBON."  
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Daniel Louédec, Director of the Marseilles ENMM, says:  
"The setting up of BOURBON Training Center within our school marks an important step in the 
development of marine services and the related training needs.  
The development of this training center specifically dedicated to anchor handling operations will 
teach the quality procedures and standards that will contribute to the safety of the seamen who 
work in a demanding environment.  
In addition, this partnership between BOURBON and the ENMM is clearly a strong signal for the 
profession, because it allows to benefit from the best resources of each partner in order to offer 
the best training possible and continue to adapt it.  
Finally, this center strengthens the "oil and gas offshore" expertise in Marseilles, along with the 
National Institute of Professional Diving (INPP) and the COMEX."  
 

 
About Bourbon Offshore  
Bourbon Offshore offers a full line of offshore oil and gas marine services for the oil majors and super-
majors and the leading state-owned oil companies.  
With over 3500 employees, it has a fleet of 204 modern, powerful and multi-purpose vessels and is 
preparing for the challenges of tomorrow with a large fleet on order or under construction (nearly 180 
vessels).  
Operating in more than 20 countries, Bourbon Offshore is expanding its presence in its historic areas of 
operations, like the North Sea or the "Golden Triangle" (the west coast of Africa, Brazil, Gulf of Mexico) 
and is assisting the growth of its clients in new operating regions like Southeast Asia.  
In 2006, BOURBON Offshore reported revenues of 376.6 million euros, up 35.8%. 
 
About the Offshore Simulator Center (OSC) 
Offshore Simulator Center is the creator and owner of the first anchor handling simulator for offshore oil 
and gas service vessels.  
Set up in July 2004, the purpose of Norwegian company OSC is to provide professionals of the offshore oil 
and gas marine services sector with new resources for improvement and innovation using its simulators, 
for any type of mission conducted in normal or extreme situations. Realistic interactive simulation has 
become essential for conducting safe assessment and training for seamen, from officers to technicians, 
through complete missions more particularly.  
OSC is held by private operators (Farstad Shipping ASA and Rolls-Royce Marine AS) and by public 
institutions (Norwegian Marine Technology Research Institute (Marintek) and Aalesund University 
College). These partnerships offer OSC solid bases for development, quality and performance. 
Website: www.offsimcentre.no 
 
About the ENMM  
The National Merchant Navy School (ENMM) in Marseilles is a public institution within the Ministry in 
charge of the Sea (Department of Maritime Affairs). It is located at la Pointe Rouge, in the South East of 
Marseilles, in an 11 hectare complex, housed in 15,000 m², and has 70 permanent employees, half of 
whom are instructors.  
Current classes include 330 students. The school is responsible for the training of multi-purpose officers 
leading to the certificate of 1st class Captain in Marine Navigation. After completing their theoretical and 
practical training, the students command all types of vessels (unlimited tonnage, power and distance from 
the coast) or become a chief engineer on powerful vessels.  
Website: www.hydro-marseille.com 
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